Advocates (Continuing Legal Education) Regulations, 2010
The purpose of the Advocates (Continuing Legal Education) Regulations, 2009 is to mandate the currently operating CLE regime. The regulations are modeled on those approved by the Law Society of Kenya, and previously approved by the Continuing Legal Education Committee. However, following the previous discussion at Council, and a further review of the Secretariat several changes from those presented by the committee are being proposed.

· The provisions of regulations will 6(2) and 10 are included in order to be clear about the nature of programs to be offered by the Society and other providers.

· The regulations provide that a sponsoring agency must stipulate the proposed number of points of CLE to be associated with the program.

· In this version of the regulations, it is not essential or required that the Society provide any "certificate" on completion of the CLE.

· There is a provision in the regulations (regulation 14) to allow Council to prescribe certain circumstances in which members will be released (partly or wholly) of the obligation to attend any or all of their CLE requirements. It is contemplated that if because of ill health, even though a member maintains a practicing certificate, he does not actually practice then attendance at CLE would not be required. If a member is out of the country for a substantial period of time pursuing continuing education at University or otherwise, again it is proposed that this person might be exempted.

The regulations also provide that Council may delegate all or any of its authority under the regulations to the Chief Executive Officer, as it is contemplated that wants operating under an approved policy regime, CLE points and the approval programs will be done in the Secretariat.

Other than these provisions, these regulations are substantially the same as those that were presented to Council in its July meeting.

Advocates (Continuing Legal Education) Regulations, 2010
1. These Regulations may be cited as the Advocates (Continuing Legal Education) Regulations, 2009, and shall come into operation on such date as the Council may, by specify.

 2. In these regulations, save where the context otherwise requires:-

“Accredited Course or Program” is a continuing legal education course or program that has met the standards set forth in these Regulations and has received advance accreditation approval by the Continuing Legal Education Committee;
 “Council” has the meaning assigned to it in The Tanganyika Law Society Act;

“CLE Committee” means the CLE Committee established by the Council for purposes of administering the Continuing Legal Education.

“CLE Point” ‘‘means a measurement awarded to a participating member of the Society by Council in recognition of attendance in whole or part of an approved continuing legal education activity or programme.
 3 (1) The Society shall conduct educational and other public service programmes, as may from time to time be deemed relevant and may accredit any programme conducted by any institution, body or other organization (in these Regulations referred to as “the sponsoring agency” for purposes of Continuing Legal Education).

3 (2) The CLE Committee shall be vested with mandate to determine from an approved continuing legal education activity or programme the number of point(s) to be apportioned as an award to a participating member. 
4. The following activities shall be deemed to be CLE activities and shall attract the CLE points assigned thereto: 

a) Membership of the Council or Society Committee (2 CLE points per year);

b) Publishing in a TLS publication (3 CLE Points), 

c) Presenting a paper at a an accredited programme (2 CLE points) and 
d) Taking part in society activity such as Legal Aid Day (2 CLE points). 
 5 The CLE Committee may award specific points to participants in the activities and/or programme for continuing legal education, and the Society or the sponsoring agency may issue certificates of participation to all participants who have successfully attended and completed each programme.

 6 (1) The Secretariat or the sponsoring agency shall keep a record of the participants in any programme, showing whether or not the participant successfully completed his Programme.

6 (2) The Secretariat shall keep a record of all accredited programmes showing their sponsoring agencies, the description of any such programmes and whether the sponsoring agency has a filed record of its participants.

6 (3) Every sponsoring agency shall, upon the completion of any programme, file a return with the Council through the Secretariat.

 7 (1) Any sponsoring agency seeking accreditation shall make an application in that regard to the Council in the prescribed form, which shall contain the proposed number of points of continuing legal education proposed for the programme.

7 (2)
Any application for accreditation of continuing legal education courses or programs must be sought at least 60 days prior to the occurrence of the course or program, except in extenuating circumstances and with prior permission of the CLE Committee.

7 (3) The CLE Committee shall consider the application for accreditation and may approve the programme and assign the appropriate number of points of continuing legal education, having regard to the following:-

(a) Whether the programme is an educational programme;

(b) Whether the objective of the programme is that of the improvement of the professional competence or ethics of members of the Society;

(c) Whether the programme is an activity dealing with a subject matter that is directly relevant to the practice of an advocate;

(d) Whether the applicant has the expertise and resources necessary for achieving the goals of continuing legal education;

(e) Whether the method of presentation sought to be utilized is appropriate for dissemination of relevant skills and knowledge to the participants;

(f) Whether the applicant has the infrastructure sufficient and conducive for disseminating the programme; and

(g) Any other matter as may appear relevant

7 (4) The Council  upon receipt from the CLE Committee of  an approved application for accreditation and its proposed  points for award to participating members, the Council may resolve to issue a letter of accreditation to a sponsoring agency.
7 (5) Once a provider has been granted Accredited Provider status, the continuing legal education courses or programs sponsored by that provider are presumptively approved for credit for a period of two (2) years from the date of the grant of such status.

7 (6) Renewal of Accredited Provider status shall be for periods of two (2) years. The CLE Committee/Council  shall determine if there are pending or past breaches of these Rules or Regulations and Guidelines, and the Committee/Council, in its discretion, may condition renewal upon the provider meeting additional requirements specified by the Committee.
(i) If an application for renewal is timely filed, the accredited status shall continue until the Board acts on the application.
(ii) If an application for renewal is not filed before the end of the provider's accreditation period, the provider's accredited status will terminate at the end of the period. Any application received thereafter shall be considered by the Board as an initial application for Accredited Provider status.

7(7). Providers granted Accredited Provider status shall file a written report with the Secretariat each year at a time fixed by the Council. The report shall describe the continuing legal education activities conducted during the prior 12 months and shall be in such detail and form as required by the Board and by the Regulations and Guidelines. The accredited status of a provider may be continued by filing an application for renewal with the Board before the end of the provider's accreditation period.
8. Notwithstanding regulations 4 – 7, the CLE Committee may approve for award  a member’s attendance at an educational programme that has been delivered by a body that is not a sponsoring agency if:

(1) the member satisfactorily proves, to the satisfaction of the CLE Committee or the Chief Executive Officer, as the case may be, attendance at the programme; and

(2) the programme meets the requirements  for accreditation as set out  in  regulation 7and contents as set out in regulation 11.

9. To apply for award under regulation 7, a member shall do so in writing by providing to the Chief Executive Officer proof of attendance at an educational program, a written description of the programme provided by the body delivering the programme, and any other material as may be required by the Chief Executive Officer or the CLE Committee, as the case may be.

 10. The CLE Committee may declare any accredited programme as incapable of obtaining the goals of continuing legal education or as incompatible with the goals of the Society regarding the improvement of the conditions of learning of the members, in which case such programme shall cease being recognized as from the date appointed under such declaration.

11. A programme of continuing legal education either conducted by the Council or accredited by it shall emphasize ethical as well as practical and professional aspects of legal practice and may include the following:-

a) substantive law; 

b) client counseling;

c) information technology;

d) alternative dispute resolution;

e) legal research;

f) legal writing;

g) oral skills;

h) economic principles;

i) entrepreneurial organization;

j) commercial transactions

k) international business transactions;

l) resolution of commercial disputes;

m) trial and administrative ways;

n) appellate, constitutional and international advocacy;

o) management of legal practice;

p) ethics and discipline;

q) legal aid;

r) public interest lawyering; 

s) law reform; and

t) any other issue which, in the opinion of the CLE Committee, is relevant.

12. The Council may prescribe a fee payable by participants in a programme and or activity of continuing legal education.

13 (1) Every practicing member of the society shall accumulate in every year of practice, not less than ten (10) points of continuing legal education, two points of which must be obtained from a programme or activity organized by the Society.
13(2) For any course or programme not organized by the Society an advocate shall be required to produce sufficient proof of attendance of a CLE course or seminar to the CLE committee prior to renewl of practicing certificates.

14. (1) Every practicing advocate who accumulates more than the 10 required points in any year may carry over a maximum of four (4) credits to the next reporting cycle.
14 (2) The CLE Committee will notify each lawyer of his or her CLE status prior to the final day of the compliance period to which the lawyer has been assigned and will provide a final compliance notice after the end of the compliance period. The CLE requirement must be completed by the final day of the compliance period to which the lawyer has been assigned. The final compliance notice shall include the points earned during the compliance period which have been reported by providers and carryover points.

14 (3) If an advocate shall disagree with the final compliance notice, the lawyer shall within fourteen (14) days of the date thereof notify the CLE Committee in writing setting forth the matter in dispute.

14(4) Each advocate shall maintain records sufficient to establish compliance with the CLE requirement in the event of a dispute with the final compliance report.

15. The names of Advocates who fail to comply with continuing legal education requirements will be published 30 days before being submitted to the Registrar of the High Court for appropriate action.
16 Every application for payment of TLS Annual Subscription Fees and the Annual Practicing Certificate shall be accompanied by evidence that the member has ten points of continuing legal education during the preceding practicing year.

17 (1) The following persons shall be entitled to the following exemptions from the requirements of these regulations:
i. Full exemption for any person who has been in continuous practice for ten (10) years and would have reached the age of 65 years as at 31st December of the year prior to the year for which he is seeking renewal of Practicing Certificate;
ii. Half exemption for any person who has been in continuous practice for ten (10) years and has reached the age of 60 years as at 31st December of the year prior to the year for which he is seeking renewal of Practicing Certificate;
iii. Half exemption for any person who is admitted in June of the year under consideration

iv. Full or partial exemption as shall be determined by the CLE Committee in cases of ill-health, long and continuous absence from Tanzania during the year in question, or other sufficient reason as may be determined by the CLE Committee.

 (2) Without prejudice to the generality of the above provisions, the Council upon written request may exempt any person, either wholly or partly, from the requirements of these regulations if it considers right to do so for any sufficient reason to be recorded. 
18. Any person aggrieved by a decision of the CLE Committee or the Chief Executive Officer with regard to any matter provided for herein may apply for a revision of such decision to the Council in writing.
19. The CLE Committee may delegate any or all of its functions under these regulations to the Chief Executive Officer.
Made by the Council of the Tanganyika Law Society in Dar es Salaam this …………… day of.,……………………. 2010.

