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STATEMENT BY THE EAST AFRICA LAW SOCIETY ON THE
SYSTEMATIC STATE SANCTIONED COMMISION OF CRIMES
AGAINST HUMANITY IN UGANDA

THE EAST AFRICA LAW SOCIETY:
INOTING with concern the unfolding state sanctioned human rights viclations in Uganda, whers
innocent and unarmed civilians are shot, brutalized and arbitrarily arrested and detained by the
police and military in Uganda for opling to exercise their constitutional and internationally
recognized rights to freedom of liberty and freedom of movement, and that the Uganda

Communications Commission has now arbitrarly banned lve press coverage of the
's continued brutal ion of i

CONGCERNED that the above aclions of the state in Uganda continue to visit untold and
unjustified suffering, pain and denial of basic liberties upon the citizens of Uganda.

AWARE that the International Covenant on Givil and Politioal Rights: the African Charter on
Human and Pecples Rights; the East African Community Treaty to which Uganda is party all
uphold the Citizens of Uganda's inherent right to life; freedom from torture or cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment; right to information; right to liberty and security of the person, and freedom
from arbitrary arest and detention; right to liberty which may only be deprived in accordance
with the procedures established by law; the right to movement and peaceful assembly.

CONSCIOUS of the fact that the Uganda Law Society has duly reminded the govemmant of
Uganda, the police and the military of the unconstitutionality of their actions, indicating that the
actions alsa constitute a blatant violation of the Constitutional Court of Uganda’s Ruling in
Cansiitutional Petition No. 8 of 2005 (Muwanga Kivumbi vs. the Attorney General) that re-
affirmed the Citizen's rights to peacefully assemble or Lo demonstrate without the need ta seek

prior polica permis which the of Uganda through the pofice,
military, ion ministry, and g requiatory agencies have
refused to observe;

REALISING that the goverment of Uganda has refused o is unwilling to halt the continued
systematic violation of human rights, or to exercise its criminal jurisdiction to bring thase
responsible to account as has been demanded by the National Pariiament in Uganda, and the
interational Community;
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RECALLING that the continued state sanctioned abuse of civilian's rights constitute crimes
against Humanity under the provisions of Articles 5 and 7 of the Rome Stalute;

DETERMINED to ensure accountability for all perpatrators of human rights violations; and to put
an end to impunity through national, regional and international mechanisms for protection of
Human rights.

THE EALS HEREBY:

1. CALLS ON the Govemnment of Uganda and its state agencies uncenditionally cease the
systematic and state sanctioned regime of terror that it is visiting on its unarmed citizens.

o

IMPLORES  the Uganda Communications Commission immediately [its any purported ban
nn live coverage of me emsssas of the state; which appears aimed al facilitating the
inst humanity.

w

REMINDS the govermment of Uganda and its state agencies that the intemational criminal
regime has ensured that they can no-longer seek refuge behind ineffective or compromised
state instilutions; and that the are to be held callectively and individually accountable for
crimes against humanity.

4. PUTS ON NOTICE the Government of Uganda and its respective slale agencies that the
East Africa Law Sociely may elect 1o seek redress from Infemational Criminal Justice fora
UNLESS the haits of the Crimes against humanity:
uncondtionally releases al the citizens who have been arbitrarily detained or purportedly
charged with offences that are clearly inapplicable in the circumstances; and brings to book
all those responsible for the wanton terror and violence that the world has witnessed being
meted on innocent and unarmed civillans
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The East Africa Law Society is the regional premier Bar Association of East Africa
bringing together the Law Socleties of; Uganda Law Society; the Law Society of Kenya;
Tanganyika Law Society; the Kigali Bar the Burundi Bar and the
Zanzibar Law Society.
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