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	OPEN UNIVERSITY OF TANZANIA

INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL LAW CENTRE

MASTER OF LAW IN INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL JUSTICE (LLM ICJ)




Background

International criminal law (ICL) is an area of public international law that has for many years been the preserve of scholars and experts in international law. As an aspect of public international law, ICL focuses on acts prohibited under international for which individuals are held responsible. Individual criminal responsibility is the primary goal of ICL, thus ICL has two aspects; prohibition of acts and accountability mechanisms.

ICL has developed rapidly in the past decade especially with regard to the accountability aspect. Norms prohibiting international crimes have existed for decades, for example the Genocide Convention was concluded in 1948. Activity around ICL, in terms of its expanding jurisprudence through the various mechanism mentioned above, has seen an exponential increase in interest in ICL and the issue of international criminal justice. Nowhere more so than in Africa. 

Recent events have propelled ICL from an obscure international law subject to a topic discussed and debated by the general public across the continent, primarily as a result of the ICC and the cases it has initiated that are from the continent. As of 2004 the ICC has investigated and initiated proceedings against individuals from 5 African countries: Central African Republic (CAR), Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), the Sudan, Kenya and Uganda. Thus Africans have had to learn quickly about ICL. 

Worryingly, however, much of the debate around ICL has been in the media. It would appear that there has not been much input on the subject from Africa scholars. This is not surprising given that African universities still do not provide ICL as a standalone course in their law programmes, thus it is contended that African input into the development of the norms of ICL has been stifled. There is an urgent need to develop capacity for African universities to provide ICL as a stand-alone course at both the undergraduate and postgraduate level. 

What is required is a robust introduction to ICL for Africans with the desire to learn. Legal practitioners, students, researchers, civil servants and human rights activists in Africa must have a home-grown curriculum that introduces them to the subject that is relevant to them, their communities and values. African perspectives of ICL must engender a generation of Africans well-versed in ICL for the continued enhancement of human rights on the continent. The Open University of Tanzania’s (OUT) International Criminal Law Centre (ICLC) hopes to achieve this objective through its Master in Law in International Criminal Justice (LLM ICJ).
Programme Overview

Students examine a diverse range of key themes from general principles of international law, the interplay between international relations, politics and law, international crimes, international courts and tribunals, immunity of high-ranking state officials, issues of peace versus justice to gender issues in international justice.

Whether for academic, personal or professional development, the LLM ICJ is an ideal choice for law graduates, lawyers, judges and magistrates, and international law specialists seeking to equip themselves with specialist knowledge on international criminal law and justice, the creation of such laws and their application in the real world.

Students can acquire either, a certificate, diploma or masters with the possible to change between the categories, upon satisfactory performance, for example, a student who initially registers for the certificate may opt to continue studying to the diploma or masters qualification. Likewise, a student originally registered for the masters may be transferred to the certificate or diploma stream.

Full-time LLM students are required to complete four modules from those listed – two modules per semester. For those candidates seeking the award of LLM in International Criminal Justice, a 20,000 word dissertation on a topic of your own choice is required. Distance learning students are also required to complete four modules, taking one module per semester. A flexible two-module Postgraduate Certificate (PgCert) is also available. 

Aims and Objectives

 Aims of the Programme

The Certificate/Diploma/LLM programme aims to produce highly skilled, independent and adaptable graduates with a solid knowledge of the basic principles of law, who are equipped for employment both in the legal profession and other fields of endeavour.  The programme reflects the emphasis on "useful learning" which is at the heart of the mission of the University.  The modular programme guarantees that all students achieve the requisite benchmark standards but also offers considerable flexibility which allows students to select a curriculum which meets their own needs.  The programme also ensures that knowledge and skills are developed progressively through the course of the degree.

Objectives

· To develop fundamental knowledge and understanding of the principles, nature and development of international criminal law and the justice.  

· To develop in students intellectual rigour, independence of mind, and the ability to think critically and constructively.  

· To develop in students a range of generic transferable skills which they can use in a wide range of settings. 

· To produce graduates who are confident, responsible, and reflective, and, who are equipped to develop their potential throughout their careers.

· To produce graduates who will assess critically issues put forward in the programme in relation to their professional endeavours.

Eligibility for Admission

Candidates holding the following qualifications will be eligible for admission into the LLM ICJ:

· An honours degree in law or any other degree with a substantial legal content.
· Other qualifications are recognized, especially where the applicant’s work experience is relevant to the course.

· Or holder of a first degree,  pass  with postgraduate diploma in law (PGDL) from a recognized university/Institution

Programme Details
 Programme Design

Each student of the LLM ICJ will be required to take the minimum of ten (10) Units, 5 Modules plus a dissertation. Each Unit is equivalent to 35 one hour lectures.  The Open University of Tanzania defines ONE credit unit as equivalent to thirty five (35) one-hour lectures.

Students will be given a 6,000 word written assignment after attending a session of lectures for each module to be submitted within three weeks after the end of each module. Students pursuing masters rather than the advanced diploma must, upon completion of the required 10 units, submit a dissertation within six (6) months. 
Programme Mode of Delivery
The Programme will be delivered through series of lectures, 35 hours in total. Each module will be taught over a 6 day period in Arusha. 
Learner support strategies

Lectures notes, Jstor collection online as well as the OUT Library

 Programme Duration

The entire Programme shall be completed within two years for the award of the LLM ICJ.

Assessment Regulations

The following regulations will apply for the assessment of the programme:

Assessment of Written Assignment (Coursework)

(a) The assessment will consist of continuous assessment (written assignments in the form of an essay of at least 6,000 words) for each module attempted by a candidate of the LLM ICJ marked out of 100%.

(b) Students will also write one Dissertation Project of not more than 20,000 words on the topic of his/her own choice.

(c) All written assignments must be submitted at the end of each module

(d) Pass mark per module is 50% (B).
Before the candidate is allowed to proceed with the dissertation phase of the programme, he/she must successfully complete the coursework part with a mean overall grade of “B” or above (i.e. GPA of at least 3.0) in courses attempted.

The mode of evaluation for the dissertation comprises 100% and shall be evaluated independently.

The grading system is as follows:

	Grade 
	Marks
	Grade Point 
	Quality

	A
	100-70%
	4.4-5.0
	Excellent

	B+
	60-69%
	4.0-4.3
	Very good



	B
	50-59%
	3.0-3.9
	Good pass

	C
	40-49%
	2.0-2.9
	Marginal fail

	D
	35-39%
	1.0-1.9
	Fail

	E
	0-34%
	0-0.9
	Absolute Fail


Where a candidate fails one out of FOUR modules he/she will be permitted to repeat the module.
A candidate who fails a module that he/she has repeated he/she will be deregistered from the programme.

A candidate whose overall grade point is below a “B” (i.e. below GPA of 3.0) for the coursework part shall be discontinued from the programme.

The duration of the programme is two (2) years. Students who do not complete within that time frame will be de- registered programme.

Final Award/Graduation Requirements

The minimum pass mark for any course is grade “B” or 50% 

Candidates who successfully complete the required units including the dissertation will qualify, upon approval by Senate, for the award of LLM in International Criminal Justice.

Candidates who complete at least four modules, but are unable to submit a dissertation, or fail the dissertation, will be awarded a Postgraduate Diploma in International Criminal Justice.

Candidates who only complete modules 3 & 4 but wish to leave the programme shall be awarded a Postgraduate Certificate in International Criminal Justice.

Programme Content

The programme consists of the following modules:

1. OLW 671 Principles of International Law

2. OLW
672 International Politics & Relations 

3. OLW
673 Substantive International Criminal Law

4. OLW
674 Law and History of Accountability Mechanisms

5. OLW
675 Contemporary Issues in International Criminal Law
6. OLW
676 International Criminal Courts & Tribunals; Processes & Procedures

7. OLW 
677 Dissertation
Fees
	Cost per module $
	Number of Modules
	Application Fee $ (one off)
	Total for the programme

	1,300
	5
	60
	6,560


Payment of fees
	Kenya
	Deposit cash or cheque
	Account Name: Egerton University OUTZ

Bank: KCB 

Account number:   1101847530



	Rwanda
	Deposit cash or cheque
	Bank: Banque Commercial de Rwanda (BCR)

Branch: Butare

Account name: UNR Services Académiques 
Account Number: 01033130186


	Elsewhere
	Bank transfer
	Account Name: Open University of Tanzania

Bank: National Bank of Commerce
Account number: 011105000670. 
SWIFT CODE: NLCBB TZT XXXXX.


How to Apply
Application forms are available on our website: www.out.ac.tz, or email the course director: Dr Yitiha Simbeye at: yitiha.simbeye@out.ac.tz.

Completed forms should be submitted by email with supporting documents indicated on the application form to Dr Simbeye. Application fees should be paid before application form is sent, please email payment slip or transfer document.
Payment for each module should be made prior to arrival in Arusha, payment slip or transfer document will be required for registration.

Scholarships

Currently  OUT does not provide any scholarships for this programme. The University is looking at ways to provide funding for a set number of students.
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