REPORT OF THE TANGANYIKA LAW SOCIETY
 MEMBERS IN THE COUNCIL OF LEGAL EDUCATION
 TO THE HALF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
OF THE SOCIETY AT KIMWAGA HALL DODOMA 
ON 13TH AND 14TH AUGUST, 2010
 FOR THE PERIOD 
BETWEEN 
FEBRUARY 2010 AND AUGUST 2010
Dear Colleagues,
1.
This is a report, once again, of the members of this society representing the society in the Council of Legal Education.  The report covers the period between February, 2010 when the society held its last Annual General Meeting to the present.
2.
In these six months the Council held its regular meetings in March and June, 2010 in Arusha. In its efforts to clear the backlog of petitioners seeking to sit the Bar examination the Council held extra meetings in Dar es Salaam for 3 days in May, 1 day in June (besides the regular meeting held in Arusha), and 5 days in July. One extra day scheduled for late July did not take off because of the death of one High Court judge. Again the June regular session was not held for the whole period. It was shortened because of the swearing in ceremony of newly appointed judges on 22nd June and the admission ceremony of new advocates on 24th June.

3.
In the sessions mentioned above a total of 150 petitioners were interviewed out of whom 136 passed the interview while 14 were referred for various periods. The rate of passing in this season was over 90 %. Except for the interventions mentioned in paragraph 2 above about 50 more petitioners would have been interviewed during this period. The idea of increasing the number of members of the council is still being considered and this may take sometime because it requires amendment of the Advocates Act. In the second half of the year the Council has scheduled two regular sessions of two weeks each, one in September and the other in November, 2010. There will also be additional sittings of the Council in Dar es Salaam between this meeting and the next Annual General Meetings.    
4.     The problem which we reported earlier regarding pupilage reports which have no sufficient coverage has now disappeared. The pupilage reports which are receive currently all cover all required areas. 
5.
The membership in the Roll of advocates currently stands at 1323. This follows the enrollment of 128 new advocates admitted on 24th June, 2010. This list includes 53 new advocates admitted after completion of the Law School programme. In fact this was the first product from the Law School since its establishment. In the list of those admitted in this ceremony 36 were females. There were also 4 retired judges.
6.
In our last report we mentioned, once again, the desire of the Council to visit all institutions in the country which offer legal education in order to assess their performance. The reason given for failure to accomplish this desire was lack of funds. Through the efforts of the Chairman of the Council (who is a member of this society) funds were made available and the Council managed to visit some institutions offering legal education in the country during the period covered in this report. On 22nd July the council visited the Faculty of Law of Iringa University College of Tumaini University and the Faculty of Law of Ruaha University College of St Augustine University, both in Iringa. At Iringa University College the Council held discussions with the Dean and lecturers of the Faculty of Law in the presence of the Principal of the college and at Ruaha we held discussions with the Dean and lecturers of the Faculty of Law of the College in the presence of the Provost of the College. In both cases the Council was looking at the adequacy of the curricula covered, the proportionality between students and lecturers, the adequacy of books in the libraries, lecture rooms/halls and other facilities such as computers among others. The Council also sought the opinion of the lecturers with regard to the three years and four years programmes both leading to the award of a Bachelor of Laws degree.
7. 
The Council also invited the Principal of Azania College of Management. This college has among its programmes a two years Diploma in Law course and a one year Certificate in Law course. The Council held discussions with the principal and the Dean of the Department of Law on that college to find out its registration status and the curriculum covered.
8.
The Council intends to visit more institutions later as funds will permit.
9.     We thank you for listening so attentively.
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