Dear Valued Member:

The Annual Conference and the General Meeting of the Tanganyika Law Society (TLS) are just around the corner!  We can confirm that the conference is scheduled to be held on Friday, 18th February, 2011 and the General Meeting on Saturday, 19th February at the Arusha International Conference Centre (AICC).  Meeting notices confirming the same have been published in yesterday’s Daily News newspaper and today’s Mwananchi newspaper.

We would wish to advise you to begin to make your travel and accommodation plans, if you haven’t begun doing so, to avoid any disappointments. Please NOTE that we have been offered a rate of 115 USD BB with the Mount Meru Hotel.

You are also requested to pay your CLE  fee for the AGM in advance and kindly confirm to the TLS Secretariat whether you’ll be attending the gala dinner on Friday,18th.

Below is some important information pertaining to the upcoming TLS Elections for your necessary action.

I. ELECTION OF THE TLS COUNCIL

Please be advised that pursuant to Section 15 of the Tanganyika Law Society Act, CAP307 R.E. 2002, there shall be elections for the positions of:

1. President;

2. Vice President;

3. Treasurer; and

4. 7 members of Council.

The process for election shall be governed by Government Notice No. 286 of 2008, which is attached for your ease of reference.  In summary: while candidates for elected positions may be nominated from the floor, nominations for the positions of President, Vice President and Treasurer shall be submitted in writing to the Secretary at least three (3) days before the elections.  That is, Wednesday, 16th February 2011. 

Appreciating the geographic distribution of our membership, acknowledging the increased use of ICT in our day-to-day transactions, and following the trend of the revised Evidence Act and other laws, for the purpose of the upcoming election of TLS office bearers - that is the TLS President, Vice President, and Treasurer - the Secretariat has been authorized by Council to receive duly completed and signed nomination forms electronically if:

1. The nominations are either scanned and e-mailed, or faxed by the deadline of Wednesday, 16th February 2011; AND 

2. The original documents shall be delivered to the Secretariat Desk in advance of commencement of the election proceedings at the AGM at the AICC in Arusha; AND 

3. All electronic nominations shall be sent to emilias@tls.or.tz.  

To ensure that all nominations are duly submitted and acknowledged, the TLS shall issue a written acknowledgement of receipt of the nomination either physically, via e-mail or via fax:

1. No later than midnight on Wednesday, 16th February for the positions of President, Vice President and Treasurer; 

2. No later than the commencement of the elections proceedings at the AGM for the seven (7) members of Council and other elected positions.  

Kindly ensure that you have a copy of the receipt with you during the election proceedings.  Nominations for the three (3) Office Bearer positions shall be circulated to the membership by 0900 on 17th February, 2011.  

To facilitate the nomination of members of Council, attached please find Terms of Reference (TORs) for the Council and the three (3) Officer Bearer positions.

II. ELECTION OF TLS CHAPTER & COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES

Pursuant to the Tanganyika Law Society Act, CAP 307 R.E. 2002 and its subsidiary legislation, and The Advocates Act, CAP 344 R.E. 2002, there shall also be elections of the following:

1. A member of the TLS to serve on the Advocates Committee;
2. A National Ethics Chairperson; and
3. Five (5) members of the Legal Assistance Committee.

Nomination from the floor for these positions shall be allowed during the elections; however members are encouraged to submit their nominations in advance of the general meeting.

NB/ CAP 307 R.E. 2002 and its subsidiary legislation do not prescribe a procedure for appointment of Chapter Conveners or Committee members (other than the above-mentioned).

Election of Chapter Conveners
Given the above-mentioned gap in the legislation and in furtherance of resolutions made at a Governance Workshop held on 16th August, 2010 (attended by Chapter Conveners, Committee Chairpersons and Council Members), the Council resolved at its 30th November, 2010 meeting to adopt the recommendation made by Chapter Conveners that the members of the Chapter (resident in the area served by the Chapter) should elect their Chapter Convener at the level of the Chapter to enable more members within a Chapter to participate in the election of their TLS representative.  
To enable each Chapter to be able to fairly conduct these elections, the Council resolved that the TLS shall furnish costs for the elections, which should include:

1. Modest costs to notify members;

2. Modest cost for hire of a hall;

3. Light refreshments; and

4. Meeting stationary;

OR,

An amount not exceeding TZS 350,000 (or any other reasonable amount requested by the Chapter to provide for the minimum requirements to conduct the elections) per Chapter to facilitate the holding of the elections.  A separate communication shall be dispatched to the Chapters to ensure that this information is duly received and acted on accordingly i.e. preparation of budgets for approval etc.    

The Council further resolved that the name of the elected Convener for each Chapter shall be submitted to the Secretariat Desk at the AGM, no later than the commencement of election proceedings on the day of the AGM i.e. 19th February, 2011, for confirmation by the general members.  

Appointment of TLS Committee Members

During 2010, the Council observed a poor response by Committees with regard to planning, meeting and implementation.  Recognizing that Committees form an integral part of the Law Society and that properly functioning Committees uplift the overall performance and outlook of the Law Society, the Council resolved in its 6th January, 2011 meeting that pursuant to the mandate it derives from Section 17 of CAP 307, R.E. 2002, that it shall widely circulate the Terms of Reference for the Committees to the membership and that based on nominations and applications, shall appoint qualified and interested TLS members to serve on the Committees for a 12 month-period.  
This means that there shall not be any election of Committee members at the AGM, other than for those Committees whose members must be elected as prescribed in law.  A separate e-mail shall be sent to the membership with the Committee TORs and a Call for Nominations/Applications.  The incoming Council shall appoint the Committees at its first ordinary meeting.  

For questions or clarifications on the above, please do not hesitate to contact:

At the Secretariat: Ms. Nina Purewal, Canadian lawyer and intern on hnpurewal@gmail.com; OR

On Council: Vice President, Captain Ibrahim Bendera on ibrabendera@yahoo.com
Thank you for your attention.  We look forward to seeing you in Arusha!

Best regards,

TLS Secretariat.

